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enclosing my letter to Gov. Corwin to be delivered or not as he
might deem prudent. I now enclose you a copy of it.
Yours as ever,

A. LINCOLN.

Confidential

SPEINGFIELD, ILL., December 21,1860.
HON. LYMAN TKTJMBULL,

MY DEAR SIB: Thurlow Weed was with me nearly all day
yesterday, and left last night with three short resolutions
which I drew up, and which, or the substance of which, I think,
would do much good if introduced and unanimously supported
by our friends. They do not touch the territorial question. Mr.
Weed goes to Washington with them; and says that he will first
of all confer with you and Mr. Hamlin. I think it would be best
for Mr. Seward to introduce them, and Mr. Weed will let him
know that I think so. Show this to Mr. Hamlin, but beyond
him do not let my name be known in the matter.
Yours as ever,

A. LINCOLN.

The first of the three resolutions named was to amend
the Constitution by providing that no future amend-
ment should be made giving Congress the power to inter-
fere with slavery in the states where it existed by law.
The second was for a law of Congress providing that
fugitive slaves captured should have a jury trial. The
third recommended that the Northern States should
"review" their personal liberty laws.

SPEINGFIELD, ILL., December 24, 1860.
HON. LTMAN TBUMBITLL,

MY DEAR Sm: I expect to be able to offer Mr. Blair a place
in the Cabinet, but I cannot as yet be committed on the matter
to any extent whatever.

Dispatches have come here two days in succession that the
forts in South Carolina will be surrendered by order, or consent,
at least, of the President. I can scarcely believe this, but if it
prove true, I will, if our friends in Washington concur, announce
publicly at once that they are to be retaken after the inaugura-d agree to any. That Lincoln was in
